Gospel of Love - Agape(4 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Sing the first love song that pops into your head…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
It’s the final week of our Gospel of Love series.  We’ve talked about the Hebrew word for love - Ahab. This kind of love is broad. We talked about the Greek word EROS. Eros is all about feeling, both physical and emotional. Eros is very situational and conditional. We talked about PHILIA, the friendship love that has a lot of positives but can break down when someone stops acting like a friend. Tonight we finish with Agape.
Q- What does the phrase True Love mean to you? 

Agape appears 250 times in the New Testament. The Greeks used Agape to mean True Love, a self-sacrificing and unconditional love 

Q- What does self-sacrificing Love mean to you?      What does unconditional Love mean to you? 

It can’t be earned, it can’t be lost, it can’t be strengthened or weakened, it doesn’t matter if you impress or disappoint, succeed or fail, dwell in the palace or the dungeon, live or die, are in good health or bad.  This is Agape!

In 1 John 4:8 it says “God is Love” The word Love used there is Agape.  God is Agape – An unconditional love.
Q- How can someone lose God’s love?   (You can’t lose it!  You can’t gain it either!  It’s freely given!)

Romans 8 clearly tells us that no person, no angel, demon, no present, no future, no hardship, no famine, not life, not death…  If that’s not enough, Paul then says “nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Q- Was there ever a time you were worried God would stop loving you? Tell us about it. [did something change?]
We talked about Eros and Philia the past weeks. These loves are conditional and sometimes they slip into our understanding of God’s love for us as well as our love for God.  For example… If you are worshipping God in hope that you can FEEL his presence so that you will then know He loves you or perhaps make Him love you -  You are operating under Eros Love Theology.  If you are living a life of Religion, following laws of man-made legalism or senseless tradition so that you will then know He loves you or perhaps make Him love you – you are operating under Philia Love Theology. Philia and Eros are worrisome – We could lose them at any moment!  But Agape frees us…
Because we don’t have to earn His love by worshipping… We get to FREELY GIVE worship because we Love Him.  Because we aren’t required to earn His love by living up to some standard of morality… We FREELY PRESENT our bodies as living sacrifices Holy and Acceptable.  This is giving unconditional love to God!
Q- Give us an example of Unconditional love.

Agape is the BROAD LOVE of God! We should love God and others with an ever broadening love.
When a man and women are being married these beautiful words are often heard. I take you for my husband/wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, until death do us part.  This sentence is all about unconditional love – Agape. Strong marriages, families, and friendships are always centered in Agape.
Internal Q- What conditions do I need to remove from my love. Am I showing Agape or am I confusing Eros or Philia.  {Prayer}
Vision: Take the limits and conditions out of your love for each other.
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

1 John 4:8-11 (NKJV) He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
Romans 8:35&37-39 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
