Forgotten Virtues: Integrity (4 of 5)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us a time you played a trick on someone?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- What does integrity mean to you?
The world has forgotten the idea of integrity. When what you see is almost never what you get - we have lost integrity. When  people take pride in being really good liars – we have lost integrity.  When we are good at saying the right thing but never follow through in our actions – we have lost integrity. When who we are as people changes with our surroundings– we have lost integrity.

Q- What is hypocrisy?
When someone professes a virtuous character, moral or religious principles that they don’t really possess, they are being a hypocrite. The opposite of integrity is hypocrisy. Integrity is when we adhere to the things we profess. Hypocrisy is an ugly thing..
Q- Have you, without naming names, observed hypocrisy in others?  How did that impact you?

Q- What are some consequences of hypocrisy?
Q- What are some benefits of Integrity?

We often take time to talk about people and their hypocrisy.  How about we take more time in the future and talk about the integrity of those close to us? Q- Talk about someone who shows integrity.
Psalm 15 tells us that those who live out integrity will “stand firm.” Integrity is standing firm while hypocrisy is being unstable, double minded and two faced. Without integrity, no one knows who you really are… and worse, you don’t know who you are. With no integrity we will change as often and drastically as the weather. 

We often think integrity is difficult, but really it’s a much better, more stable life. It’s a life where our yeses are yes and our nos are no. It’s a life where god examines our heart and rejoices. In the end integrity is always profitable.
Q- Describe a time you did not act with integrity. How did it make you feel?

There was a man in the old testament named Daniel. He believed in prayer and he prayed to God every day. The nation he lived in, Babylon, outlawed prayer and Daniel suddenly had to make a choice. At the heart of the choice was an issue of integrity.  He believed in prayer, would he allow his actions to match his beliefs? He realized that living out his convictions would cost him his life. Daniel stood firm.  He weighed the cost and found his beliefs were worth losing his life over.  This is integrity. Q- Someone finish the story.
Daniel’s story sounds remarkable, but actually we see stories like this all throughout the Bible, human history, and even today.  Many people are right now taking a stand of integrity all around us. Some may be delivered miraculously and some may give their life, but in both outcomes one thing remains true. Integrity is worth the struggle.  As Job said “I will defend my integrity until I die.” 
Q- What can we do on a daily basis to develop the forgotten virtue of integrity?  
Daniel let the person that he was on the inside, be the person everyone saw on the outside. That’s integrity.
Internal Q- Is the person inside you appearing as the person outside of you? Are you living your beliefs even when it would be easier to give in? Do you really believe God rejoices when he sees integrity in your heart?
Vision: Let the person you are on the inside be the person everyone sees on the outside. Stand Firm!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Psalm 15:1-5 (NLT) Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord? Who may enter your presence on your holy hill? 2 Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, speaking the truth from sincere hearts. 3 Those who refuse to gossip or harm their neighbors or speak evil of their friends. 4 Those who despise flagrant sinners, and honor the faithful followers of the Lord, and keep their promises even when it hurts. 5 Those who lend money without charging interest, and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent. Such people will stand firm forever.

Job 27:5-6 (NLT)  I will defend my integrity until I die. 6 I will maintain my innocence without wavering. My conscience is clear for as long as I live.
1 Chronicles 29:17 (NLT)  I know, my God, that you examine our hearts and rejoice when you find integrity there.
James 1:8 (NKJV) he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
Matthew 5:37 (NKJV)  37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’
