Forgotten Virtues: Loyalty (3 of 5)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Favorite Movie Good Guy?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- What does loyalty mean to you?
Q- What are some examples of disloyalty you have observed in today’s world? 
The world we are living in has forgotten the idea of Loyalty. When we are no longer surprised by people stabbing us in the back - we have lost loyalty. When the masses are always taking the easy way out – we have lost Loyalty.  When society builds up celebrity only to knock them down – we have lost loyalty. When the going gets tough and we look for a way out– we have lost loyalty.

Q- Why do you think the world has forgotten loyalty?
Q- How do you think “friending” someone with a simple click online has changed our value of loyalty and friendships?  
Peter said some nice loyal things to Jesus in Matthew 26. Peter, however didn’t back up his words.  True loyalty is proven not proclaimed. We know that when the pressure was on Peter denied knowing Christ.
Q- Tell us about a loyal friend.

Q- What are some ways we can be loyal to the Cause of Christ and His church?

Q- Where does disloyalty come from?

James 4 says we need to wash our hands – Be cleansed of wrong action – and purify our hearts – we learned last week that the source of our wrong comes from our hearts – for our loyalty is divided between God and the world.  We know the bible says no one can serve 2 masters – it is because it divides our loyalty.  If we really love Jesus we will make sure our actions say that we love Jesus – to do otherwise would be a division of our loyalty.
Q- How has Jesus been loyal to you?

2 ladies names Mary had come to Jesus’ tomb on a Sunday morning to anoint his body with spices. They had come to pay their respects to the dead with a burial ritual.  They were surprised when the tomb came into view – for the stone had been rolled away. The walked into the tomb and were alarmed by a young man dressed in a white robe. The man said “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus. He has risen! He is not here… But go, tell his disciples AND PETER – Jesus is in Galilee and there you will see him, just as he told you.”
Jesus remains loyal to Peter. Jesus remains loyal to us.  The loyalty of Christ is never divided – He is always for you, he always loves you.
Here is the major problem with loyalty.  When someone is disloyal to us it effects our heart… it divides our heart. When we are treated disloyally we often respond with disloyal actions and sayings.  We don’t have to do that!  We don’t have to respond in kind. In fact, at that moment you have a real moment to show true loyalty in the face of disloyalty.  And if you do that... You are like Christ.
Internal Q- Is Your loyalty divided? Ask Christ, the one who is always loyal to us, to come and restore our hearts.  
Vision: Live a life of loyalty.  Make loyalty happen in your life this week. Do not respond to disloyalty in kind.  Realize that God doesn’t treat us that way. Experience the peace of God that comes from an undivided heart.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

2 Samuel 15:19-21 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”
James 4:8-10 8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 9 Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor.
