Forgotten Virtues: Purity (2 of 5)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  The most fun you ever had getting dirty?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- What does purity mean to you?
The world we are living in has forgotten the idea of purity. When wickedness no longer surprises us, we have lost purity. When our young kids are living in adult situations – we have lost purity.  When society thinks it is silly to save yourself for marriage and makes fun of those that have kept their virginity – we have lost purity. When we are willing to sell ourselves for immediate gratification – we have lost purity.

Q- Why do you think the world has forgotten purity?
Q- Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians to purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit. What are some things that contaminate body and soul?  
Q- What’s more important, purity on the inside or the outside of a person?

This is kind of a trick question. Both are important. Purity should be in every part of our life – the inside and out.  However… Jesus tells us that the cup can be cleaned from the inside out and not the outside in.
Q- Give us an example of trying to clean from the outside in.  Why doesn’t that work? 
True biblical purity is a liberating experience… It is not a set of hurdles to overcome but a freedom to be embraced. Simply put, purity means to be like Christ—both in heart, character and action. Prior to the time of Christ the Jewish community generally defined purity in a ceremonial and ritual context. It was defined as a broad concept in the Old Testament system around diet, basic hygiene, and legalistic rule keeping.  If you broke any code you were unclean and would have to leave the city.  You couldn’t touch anyone or they would become unclean also.  You couldn’t come back to the city until you underwent a Hebrew purification ritual. If you broke the code again you would have to start over…  Jesus freed us from that.

Jesus introduces a more radical view of purity that is rooted in inner motivations and ambitions—what Jesus called the heart.

Q- Where does evil come from?

Jesus tells us in Mark 7 that Evil comes from inside us, from within our hearts.  Much worse it flows out of us in the ugliest of ways.  It’s not what enters us that defiles us… It’s already what is inside us that defiles us…

Q- We are commanded to be holy… How do we do that?
Religion won’t make you holy. Trying to obey all the rules won’t make you holy. A ritual won’t make you holy.  Singing worship won’t.. Praying real hard won’t.. Doing good deeds won’t..  How do we make ourselves holy – the answer is WE DON’T!  True righteousness, holiness, and purity comes from Jesus. This is great news – God’s high standard of purity is not dependent on us – It’s dependent on Him.  
God wants to work purity in your life.  He wants to fill you with the Holy Spirit.  With the Holy Spirit living on the inside you will be purified from the inside out!  Remember – What is inside of us has defiled us… but if God takes residence inside us we are no longer defiled but purified.
Internal Q- Is there something that has been contaminating your body, mind, or spirit? Ask God to purify you from the inside out? Have you received the Holy Spirit? Are you letting Him work purity in your life?
Vision: Live a life of purity this week.  Not a life of rule keeping, but a life under the control of the Holy Spirit that is living inside us!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.
1 Peter 1:14-15 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
Matthew 23:26 25 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.
Mark 7:18-23 “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)

 20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”
